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fourteen and Keshab had advocated adult marriages.
Nevertheless Keshab thought that the adherence of
so great a family to the Brahmo Samaj might be
worth some sacrifices. He consented to the mar-
riage, provided that the bridegroom, who was a
Hindu, became a Brahmo and that the marriage was
celebrated according to Brahmo rites. Unfortunately
at the ceremony, through the influence of the elder
ladies of the Maharaja's household, some Hindu ob-
servances were introduced. Keshab protested, but
he was powerless. As a matter of fact no harm had
been done. The husband became and remained a
Brahmo and the children were brought up as
Brahmos. Nevertheless the marriage was the signal
of a tremendous outburst.
Deeply grieved at the differences and at the same
time deeply hurt with his following-, Keshab led a
new succession, which he styled the Nava Vidhana
or the New Dispensation. The headquarters of
this organization he erected close to his own home,
Lily Cottage. He called it Nava Devalaya. This
was in 1883. Unhappily Keshab Chandra Sen had
contracted diabetes, caused no doubt by the cares
and anxieties through which he had passed. His
energy remained seemingly unaffected, but his
health rapidly deteriorated. After a very painful ill-
ness he passed away on the morning of January
8, 1884, On his death all the quarrels that had
embittered and shortened his life were hushed in
admiration for the great preacher, whose eloquence
was for ever stilled in death. English, Hindus,
Brahmos and Musulmans alike gathered to do
honour to the dead leader, as the funeral procession
passed Beadon Park. The cremation of the body
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